Liposomal amphotericin B for the treatment of systemic fungal infections in patients with cancer: a preliminary study.
Twelve patients with hematologic malignancies complicated by fungal infections were treated with liposomal amphotericin B (L-AmpB). Nine patients were granulocytopenic; the three additional patients with normal granulocyte counts were immunosuppressed. All patients had biopsy findings or cultural evidence of the progression of their fungal infection while being treated with conventional amphotericin B. Doses of 0.8-1.0 mg/kg of L-AmpB were administered intravenously every 24-72 hr. Three patients had a complete remission, five had a partial remission, and four showed no improvements. A total of 161 doses of L-AmpB were administered. Fever and chills occurred on seven occasions. No hematologic or blood chemistry abnormalities related to L-AmpB treatment were observed.